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ET 1TH hearts filled with k | ; 
gratitude to the Supreme Diſpoſer of events, „ 
who, in the time of our diſtreſſes and dangers, l 
; riſkued us from the j jaws of tyranny, eſtabliſhe 3 


and confirmed our Liberty and Independence, 8 «1 
and gave us a name among the nations of the 
earth; Let us, my Friends and Fellow Citizens 


n celebration of this ee 55 


To ſome it may appear idle; nay more, „„ 


immoral, to aſſemble on the oecaſion. But if N | 4 

N any day in the courſe of the year, merits public | ; 8 [ ; : q 

attention (that day hallowed by heaven, and ſet „ 

zart by God himſelf, for his peculiar worſhip | for nl 
this is the 0% B. 
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| 1 ſocieties and commonyealths.. 


1 Sa we fit 8 pray at the. Q Den ing of 


is ſpring, or Tegd time, that the labor of our | 


hands and crops may ſucceed? Shall we keep « 


| day of public praiſe and thankſgiving at ” 
ingathering of our harveſts, and take no notice. 


of the day on which our liberties and privileges, 


both civil and ſacred commenced } Shall the 
| birth day of a WASHINGTON (meritorious ; 
and deſerving as heis) be had in remembrance, 
and the day in which a Nation is born be loſt 
in filence and forgotten? This ſurely ought 
| not to be. Jallics, voy: heavenr itſelf forbids 1 it. 


8 we are young, as a nation, and ſtill 
| younger as to our form of civil „ 8 
ſome ſketches of ſocial and political duti is, with 


ſome obſervations on the probable advancemens 
of literature and increafing happineſs of 


| . ſhall form. the preſent entertainment. 85 


Tun ſocial principle i in man is of a nature 
too expanſive to be confined within the narrow 


lümits of a family, of friends, or of a neighbors. 


hood. It runs into larger circles, and. forms 


i theſe, alone, it is, that fome of our 


+ 


7 en 


* 


” to theſe principles, are to be found 
; in rhe ſolltary ſtate of nature. There the mo- 
tives de actien riſe no higher than natural love 
10e one's children. There family wants engroſs 
all the care and attention, and leave no room, 
* leaſt no exerciſe, for contemplations and af- 
fections of a more enlarged kind. The whole 


133 employment is nothing more than one dull 


round of providing for animal life. And after 
5 all, ſuch is our make and condition in this 
i world, that unaided by the help of others, with 
all our labor and toil, we ſhould find but a miſ-, 
erable fupply of our wants, and a till more 
_ miſerable ſecurity againſt wild beaſts, angry*and _ 
tempeſtuous ſeaſons, and a thouſand other . 95 
gers to which we are expoſed. But in ſociety, 
the aids and aſſiſtances men give and e . 
| Aimiiniſh the labor of each; and the united 
strength and wiſdom of the ſeveral members, 


4 | £2: aber a fafery and PR. to the whole. 4 


—— the various | nbilicies, nds , 
Fay inclinations _ to 'be foun | amongſt men, 
; adapted; to the various occupations a empioy- 
ments neceflary . 


/ 


x 
a. ee En A 


„ > 1 
cl 97d ty: point to Cocks a FO 1 . | 


1 ſome of our beſt affections, eſpecially the God- 
2 Jike one of doing good and OED our na- 5 
ture, would be abortive with ſuch directions. =: 
Man, therefore, is à ſocial creature, and A ſtate l 
15 ſociety his natural Rate. — 


+ 
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Warn a Jociety i is owl thare rity: 8 
weve ſocial and political duties: Such ag—love 


of our country; ſubmiſſion to its laws and or- 
: ders; public ſpirit; love of liberty ; facrifice of _ 

| life, and all we have, to our men ; 2 ous; 
ties of a ſimilar nature. . | 


Tus lore of our 8 is one of the 


7 nobleſt paſſions that can warm the human heart. 
In it are included our love to parents and chil. 
dren; our love to. friends and neighbors ; and 
to our fellow citizens and countrymen. Te e 
ought to regulate thoſe particular affections, and | 
keep them within. their proper bounds, and ; 
never, ſuffer them to weaken and i impair thoſe. 
higher and better regards we owe to the com- 


munity of which we are members. The exer- 


_ ciſe of this public affection will warmly intereſt 
us in its concerns. We ſhall feel ourſelves 


obligations to maintain its | 


| cal in times of public calanuty and dan- | 
ger. This love of our country is not limited to 
| hs ſpot of earth where we received our exiſt- 
daes, tho theſe natural ideas are often linked 
Vith the moral ones, and help to fix and bend 
them. It means an affection to that moral ſoci- 
: "ety which 1s under the ſame government and L 
bs with ourſelves; the various parts of which 
are properly adjuſted and connected together, 
5 and all combined i in one common intereſt, | 


1 Snoblv the commonwealth ſpread o 
large traQts of country, it is not probable that 
every member would be able to comprehend an 
| tereſt ſo large. Much leſs would he be able o 0 
5 lomprehend ſuch an intereſt where no real com- : 
| monwealth exiſts; which is, and always muſt be 
the caſe, where all are under the controul and 
= E to the capricious humor and will of one 
1 5 Still the earneſt deſire which moſt men 
5 To of returning to their native country, after 


long abſenee; the toile and hardſhips they will 8 


| undergo to ſaye or ſerve it; and the love they | 
5 e their Or Gn "i 2 8 ſham: ard 
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i * | ; 
[ "WWF; 
# paſſion pts rl will always 
- exert itſelf, when diſentangled from foreign em- 
|. barraſſinents, and pointed to; its proper objeg. 
| [ 1 — The genuine , exerciſe of this public affec- 
| | tion overcomes all felfiſh conſiderations, and 
Hi e courageouſiy to ſacrifice our belt 
4 5 friendſhips, our gratitude, and love, and care of 
| 8 1 . - our family, to preſerve the intereſt, and promote 
—— alnd advance the 8 Th: Rasern s of. our 
mY 5 5 2 country. F rar SE > 
8 Solitsston to its hs wat orders, is 
| another of thoſe duties, and indiſpenſably ne- 
: cefſary, without which Lociety cannot exiſt, but 
; muſt ſoon becruſhed by ſome deſpot, or fink into 
f . anarchy and confuſion, Its happineſs, nay, the 
31 a very nature of ſociety, demands a ſubordination 


of orders, and ranks amongſt its members. 
Some muſt be appointed to provide for, and 
watch over the public tranquility. All muſt 
A have their proper duties and offices aſſigned 
i them. The arrangement muſt be made ſo that 
no one ſhall interfere with another. General 


; | . rules of aQion muſt be laid down, as directions 
. 8 for every one in the diſcharge of his duty. Al 
* muſt unite in 8 the intereſt of the 


Ew: 


A Thoſe rules of action are the laws | 
* the land. Thoſe different rank and orders 
include all the citizens from the higheſt to the 
| loweſt claſs. Ihe colt ruction, ſuperintende 
_ ence, and execution of the laws, muſt be com 

mitted to ſome. From ſuch an arrangement af 
things, it becomes the duty of every one to 
ſubmit to the laws and to the- executors .of 
them, as to the preſervers of the public peace, 
and protectors of public liberty; and to main- 
tain his own rank, and fulfil the duties of his 
own ſtation, with fidelity and diligence. Thoſe 
who are inveſted with authority, if they employ - 
"MM" well, are entitle4 to ſubmiſſion and eſteem 
from thoſe below them. And again, the lower 
orders are entitled to protection from the high- 
er; and all muſt ſubmit to the laws, for they 
are, above all; the ad _— . whence ; 
N lies no appeal. | ET | 


Ponte ſpirit, and love + 3 are du- 
| tics of the Political kind, and do ſtrongly re- 
commend thoſe who practiſe them, to the praiſe 
and admiration of their fellow men. They pro- 
ceed from the nobleſt minds, and are the great- 


eee and NR to mankind, 2 and 


Ca 13 ©: 
exalted . theſe virtues are, it is in fate - 
and equal governments alone, where they can be. 


. exerciſed in perfection. There alone does a 


real Commonwealth exiſt. There only is the 


public good made the rule of the civil Conſtitu - 
tion. The welfare and happineſs of the citl- 


rens is the great end for which ſociety is form- 


ed. And this end muſt be the ſupreme law of | 
the land; from whence. particular rules are to 


'be drawn, to regulate the actions of the leren 
| members towards each other. | This common 


Intereſt derives its ſource and origin from the” 
common reaſon and common feelings of the 


ſeveral members in the community. 45 N 


fore, no particular order of men can have a 
right to make laws, and impoſe them on their 
1 Fellow-Citizens, contrary to thoſe intereſts and 


- thoſe feelings. 


* ä od ; r : +& : 


Shame alſo it „ chat a PE” Com- 
menwealth, ſuch as is here intended, cannot be 
2 banditti, combined together for miſchief; 
nor a crew of lawleſs ſavages; nor herd of 
ſlaves, under the whip and controul of a maſter. 


I muſt be compoſed of Fremen, who are 


as” «af! 
% 


6 875 


1 expableof Jevifing and making their on own laws: 
Or ſhould they not be able to meet in a collec · 
tive body, can delegate ſuch a number of Repre- | 
ſentatives, as ſhall fully underſtand and equally 


= repreſent thoſe intereſts , and feelings, n 
5 8288 8 5 en s accordingly. 35 


83 


"A $0C1ETY. thus e ad —— 8 
5 Ki cannot fail of becoming the object of publia 
lave, public reverence, obedience, and regard; 


to which all its members ought to maintain an 


- inviolable attachment; an attachment not to 
de ſeduced by bribery or corruption, or awed 
by threats and terrors. To guard the civil 
"Conſtitution ; to de all he can, by his reaſon 
and all the abilities he poſſeſſes, to promote its 
intereſt; ; to repel every attack made upon it, 
Whether brought about by private fraud d 
Corruption, or open violence and uſurpation : 

£ In a word (if need ſo require) to devote and 

| give up his eaſe, and wealth, and honor, ad 

_ life; and (ring i is ſtill more dear) his family, 
and friends, to maintain its ſecurity—muſt be 

| the duty, the intereſt, the glory, and the happi- | 
| neſsof every member of it. This will render 
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laws, and ae for een 1 FH 
Should thoſe afficers abuſe their delegated power; 


„ atd.c5, 55 Gert. he ack 5 a +. 2 . 


would che ſovereignty of the people be ſeized 
pon by zyrants and uſurpers 3 their authority x 
] be perverted to wphold d maintain violence, 
1 or protest and ſhelter | and corruption z'— _ 
1 he laws become doſtruQive through 22 | 


Hl 2 5 5 


1 which could neither be foreſeen or avoided ; | 
„ rendered uitleſs by ha is  -- 
1 corru Then it is the peo · „ 
i 


„ 5 ple's right, As gm, Ss to take 


1e ty ran, yand kn to jay | 
maintain their-injured ſoyereignty.and perverted = 
authorty 3 to put a op 10 the execution a 

thoſe laws, or alter or repeal 


— 


4 
23 States, muſt feel himſelf under the ſtrong, 
eſt obligations 1 to perform 1 thoſe duties, when he 
reflects on the excellency of the Conſtitution, of 
1 which he is a member; a Conſtitution formed 
| 8 by the united wiſdom and conſent of the people, 
and for their own good; a Conſtitution con- 
_ taining a clauſe. (dictated by wiſdom itſelf): for 
correcling, repairing, altering, or enlarging our 
form of civil government, as occaſion may heres 
after require: From which flow free and equal 
laws, and which ſecures every citizen againſt 
me arbitrary will of tyrants, and mad licentiouſ. 
"neſs of che people. Every one, who has knowl- 
edge ſufficient to obſerve, and honeſty to own its 
- beneficent influence, muſt eſteem and admire 5 
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bim francs. Nor is this alone the duty of 
the community at large; but every member of 
"i muſt, according 40 his rank and ſtation, do 
all in hie power, to ſupport mm maintain the 


Evil Ton of 1 anne N 2 FR 


&.; 


"ns 8 who Te bs to; - hs . 


0 might almoſt ſay adore) a Conſtitution, in 


bien See and ſovereignty of the people. 


5 in which officers are made and 
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ee eee they judge be 


vo blic intereſt Tequires.——Laws are enact- 

ed and repealed by their oun conſent, and for 
cheit den advantage: And by which noone 
can be deprived. of his property, reſtrained of bis 
liberty, or hazard his life, but by an appeal to 
Wa laws and verdi@ of his equals. In a word, 

it is the parent of liberty, the patroneſs of arts 
and learning, the j joy and pride of America, the 
envy of foreign nations, and their . MA ref. 
* ſhelter too. e 


8 


How cane nt thoſe men to bs 8 and. 
dersled, (if any ſuch there are) who, inſtead of 
maintaining and ſupporting our civil Conſtitu- 
tion, the anchor of our ſafety and happineſs, are 
doing all they can to ruin and deſtroy it. Some 
by endeavoring to extend the Executive power 
deyond all reaſonable conſtruQion of the ( 


tution; others by declaiming. againſt, and cen | 
ſuring the adminiſtration of government; ; and 
both ſides buſying themſelves in ſowing the ſeeds . 
of diſcord, and ſlandering and villifying the beſt 
of meng, who have juſtly. deſerved well of their 


9 * n 2 2 3 
a — e wt — — F * 7» 
4 ; 4 . . * 1 Ws: 


ap * 
Sock men, 1 25 they. are ir all wk . 6 


5 regard to their country, would do well to conſi- 


der, that i in the courſe of events, the meditated 
deſtruction may be avoided, and they themſelves . 
overtaken in their ipiquitles' ind brought to Cone. | 
a. YT ge 8 © LS 225 5 


5 
* + A Fe” oh 
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The Ente of 8 ſocial Pp 1s 0 the 
laſt importance to a_people. The nation, who. j 
| ſhall obſerve and fulfil them, will be free from 
all bribery and corruption, and from all civil 


vun and internal convulſions. What can can pre- 


vent ſuch a nation (unleſs attacked by fome for- : 
eign power) from continuing and growing in 
happineſs as long as the world itfelf ſhall contin- 


ue? Nevertheleſs, while the iniquitous and cruel 05 


policy of kingdoms and nations continues to be 8 
ſuch as it is at preſent, and while they are ſo fre- - ; 
quently and unjuſtly making war upon one 
another, it will be the wiſdom of the community 
of which we have been ſpeaking, to keep and 


| maintain a well armed and well regulated mili. 
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15 . yok: ws inte the hi Aneryef paſt : 


ages, whe: take a view of thoſe dreadful wars and 


calamities which have been brot on the world by N 


; wicked; ambitious and deſigning men'; ye and of l 


the fatal cataſtrophes and miſerable ends, which” | 
have commonly befallen the authors of thoſe ca- 


lamities and wars, we may juſtly ſtand aſtoniſhed | 


nanl id: DIC not ee leamed ener, 


a. 


£ 


| Honzry | Is the beſt Seit as well with re- 3 
fpect to nations as to individuals, Experience 
thews, thar if by fraud, intrigue, ind cunning,” 
in their intercourſes, commerce, and dealings, 


one nation gains any conſiderable advantage over 
another, it immediately becomes the ſource of 


uneaſineſs and diſcontent— never ſits well; fel 


dom laſts long; and ſometimes ae in Oy 15 
wall re wars. Weg 15 


| * 


Ir! is the Willom of the United states of 5 


| America, to avoid this crooked policy 3 ; to live 
in the practice of the duties already mentioned, 

and to maintain the ſtricteſt probity and juſtice 
wo the nations with whom they are concerned. 


„ 
5 \ 


pO 9 
„ 
3 


ai more firm and united at home. In offenſive 


War, we never ſhall de engaged, and ſhall be lefs | 
able to foreign invaſion; and ſhould it ever fall 
to our lot, ſhall be better able to repel it. Be- 


des all this, we may reaſonably hope, that heav. 
= en would intereſt itſelf in our protection. The 


nations of the earth too, on beholding our peace 
and proſperity, may be allured by our example, 
and led to a ſimilar practice, and thus war ceaſe 
from under heaven. gt 


WP FN, ade for its e and 7 


7 authority, we are told that a more perfect ſtate 
of ſociety awaits mankind than they have hith- 
erto experienced. And have we not ſome good 
e to e v4 bo 


"Tl madneſs of endes and all ens 


15 ales which have kindled ſuch implacable 
wars, and produced ſuch dreadful maſſacres, as 
are ſcarcely to be read by a good natured man. 
without amazement, horror, and tears, are now 


no more. Mankind may now worſhip the Au- 
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but alſo all private frauds, rancorous paſſions, 


4), 


thor of their ſence a to the dictates x 


4 of their own conſciences, and there be none to 5s 


make them afraid. The world, doubtleſs, is 7 
delivered from that perſecuting and inquiſitoriay 1 5 
curſe, by the opening and expanſion of the 
mind, and progreſs in letters. N And ſince all 15 
; religious tyranny and perſecution are baniſhed, 


or well nigh baniſhed from the earth, why. may | 


ve. not indulge the pleaſing hope, that a period 


Will arrive, when not only all ambition, and love Sp 
of dominion,” and war, that ſcourge of nations; 


#2 5 


and vices of the mind, will ceaſe, and © come LD a 85 | 
. g. ; | 


wh 


* 


* 1 F 


. is a An aa; 7 laws of whoſe : 


4 nature the diftates of right. reaſon may juſtly be 


aid to be. He is formed for ſocial as well as 


individual happineſs. And can it be imagined, 5 
that he alone, the nobleſt part of creation, ſhall 


never act wp, to the dignity and. deſtination of 
his nature? Large improvements have already 
been made in knowledge, both natural and 
moral. We know pany things and avail 0 our” 


* 


; PE 


5 folves of their iſs, which were a als un- Ly 

known. Many things of which we are nor 

85 ignorant, wall be known hereafter, Our. men W 

al powers and faculties are progreſi ve, and ca- 

70 5 pable of endleſs improvement. And tho one 
5 i generation paſſeth away and another cometh in 

. its ſtead, learning, fince t e invention of letters 


* \ 4 5 
F, 3 1 


Fach preceding generation leaves alli its new dif. 1 
coveries and literary acquirements to the age 
Which follows. To what tranſcendent heights 5 
of virtue, knowledge, and piety, mankind will 
hereafter arrive, at preſent no proper conjecture SS. 
can be. formed. But of all the parts of the 1 
| habitable globe, the commencement of thoſe 
high attainments bids the Taree in our beloved 5 5 
5 country. 5 ALS ; 


5 1551 no 1 country is A lacks? a general ER 
diffafion of knowledge. The great encourage · e 
ment given to learning by the general govern. „ 
45 ment, and by the particular governments; the ? 
5 large funds appropriated. toits uſe; our numer- - 
rous public ſeminaries, and more numerous pri- 
= vate e 5 wr our free and rn . of | 


* * ©, f 5 f ; 
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— K > 4 # of b . 
g 5 c 
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bi 
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ey governnient "Fre a the patranghs of 4M = 
og and protefreſs of liberty) do all conſpire 

"to $i our hopes to that happy. and glorious 
event... Greater advancements will de made in 

5 . ral and natural ſcience. The former will Wo 
have 3 direct tendency to eradicate and do away 
our vices, and implant and eſtabliſh within us 


the principles and habits of virtue. The latter 


will inſtruct us in the arts of life, A more ac- | 
curate diſcernment will be had inthe mechanical 
| powers. .of nature. New W will be i in- 5 
vented for the uſe of man, and that in greater 


variety and abundance. - Larger excurſions will 


be made into the planetary regions: Their har 
. mony, their beauty, order and grandeur, better 
8 underſtood, and the moral reflections thence 
ariſing more warmly felt; and all combined 
vill, by a natural and eaſy progreſs, lead us to 
dhe devout recognition of a Parent Mind, who 
| preſides over all, and operates unſeen in every 
| age and in every ſyſtem, through the whole 
1 progreſſion of nature, and ſuſtains a 12 5 
| Ho whoſo of things, „ . 
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Wan to all this is. het chat 101 ab 4 
ö $ 1 after knowledge, implanted within us, 

tbeyg It not fail to call into action all the latent 4 | 
powers and faculties' of the ſoul. And by „ 
making new diſcoveries, and affording new 
aſſiſtances, will at length lay open the unfading 
fruits ob [eriumphs of virtue, and ſecure ita * 
ttereſt be the power of time and chance. 
wee ſhall bees: happy here, aa our preſent mode 
„ of exiſtence admits. From death, the oommon 

lot of humanity, we ſhall not be exempted, but 

| hall be fitted and prepared for it. And when 
ve quit the ſtage, we ſhall leave the fair inher- 

5 itance to our children, and go, where our career 

in the tracts of wiſdom and virtue will be ſmoo- 

ther and ſwifter, and thoſe. . generous dor, 
' KU  vith which we glow and pant after immontality, 
find their adequate object and exerciſe, in a 
ſphere nenn, e eee 
immortal. 5 
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